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ABSTRACT:

Nowadays almost all of college students have smartphone. Knowing this,
the 1dea of optimizing the usc of smartphone in the tcaching process

. becomes one altemnative in teaching process. The purpose of this paper is to
analyse how Google Classroom application can be used to help teacher in
teaching language skills and the advantages of using it for teachers and
students. It can be observed that by using Google Classroom application
the teachers can work better as they can casily manage the class especially
in giving assignments and scores just by using their smart phone.
Furthermore by using this application from their own smartphone, the
students also get benefit as they can casily do the assignment, check on
their score, and keep on track although they are absent. So both teacher and
student get big benefit by using Google Classroom application.

Key words: Google Classroom, Smartphone, Application, Technology

INTRODUCTION

Many people have their own gadget especially smartphone. Pcople can do many things
using this kind of gadget; play games, communicate with others, scarch for information and
even assist them in getting their work done. It is not surprising that many people from young

. to old become addicted using smartphone for pleasure though if it is being used properly, it
will give big advantages for the user in the way other than just for fun.

We can use smartphone technology for teaching language in order to optimize its function.
Knowing that everyone in the class own a smartphone makes it easier to conduct the lesson
using application installed in the smartphone. There are many kinds of learning applications
that can be installed and used with the help of smartphone.

Google Classroom

Google Classroom is developed by Google for academic purposes that support a blended
Jearning platform. This application is so simple to use, docs not take too many spaces on
smartphone’s memory and help teacher and student keep on the lesson’s track. The users can
create a virtual class where can be functions as in conventional class but save more time,

money. and space
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Google Classroom for Teaching Language

Google Classroom enables the users, both teachers and students, to share the materials.
the assignments, questions for quiz, and even for connecling one 1o another, The teacher can
casily manage the class from his/her smartphone. No more paper needed for assignments,
notes or quizzes. Students can do the assignment and submit 1t in the folder provided by
teacher in the application.

Teacher can create announcement and assign an assignment for the class to be
submitted in Google Classroom. The types of file that can be submitted in this application are
also vary. Any types of file such as doc, pdf, ppt, xI, jpeg, mp3 or ecven mp4 are accepted.
This service is very useful especially for language class. Language class includes spoken and
written skills. Therefore, Google Classroom is perfect choice as it can accommodate the
teachers in giving material and assignment especially audio and visual one. It is also efficient
in a way of time consuming. Unlike conventional class that required the teacher and the
students to meet in a classroom at certain time, this application can be operated at

. anytime anywhere. No need to be in particular classroom to have a lesson. What the users
need is just their smartphone with internet connection. This application has a calendar system
that help the users to keep the class activity on track. Teacher can sct the dateline schedule for
submitting the assignment and get notification when the students submit on time, late, or miss
the assignment. This such system is very handy for students to sec what he or she needs to do
to fulfill the class requirements. The data shows that Google Classroom increases the number
of students who successfully complete the class requirement. The students get more
motivated to do their tasks because they just need to open their smartphones, see what they
need to do, work on it and then submit it.

Teacher does not have to face paperwork anymore as he/she can checks and scores the
students’ work from the smartphone as well. He/she will get notification once the student
submits the work. The teacher can give score or comment on the students’ work then return it
to them to be seen.

The Features of Google Classroom

. Google Classroom offers features that can be used by the users. Those features arc mentioned
below:

Assignment : This feature gives advantage for teachers to assign the students online. When
the students are done with the assignment, they can submit it in this scction as well an many

various formal.

Question : This featurc cnables the teachers to do assessment paperlessly. Students can do the
assessment directly from their smartphone as soon as the teacher share it

Material : Teachers can casily share their material just by uploading it here. The students can
have it just by downloading it.

Topic : It lets the teachers to classify the lesson easily by giving topic here.
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Reuse post : When the teachers have announcement to be reposted. they can casily do it by
using this feature so they do not have to retype the announcement. Just chick and share!

Stream : This section allows teacher to communicateinteractively with all students in that

class.

Google Classroom. One is class comment and the other one is private comment. Class
comment is used it the teacher want to interact with the whole class. The private comment is
found in individual account and can be used to comment of the students assignment privately.

The Advantages
There are several advantages found in using Google Classroom.
. « Easy 1o usec and accessible from all devices.

It does not need to be a Google expert to use this application. It is very easy to use with
simple format. Everyone with Google account can access this application using any gadget,
such as: smartphone, computer, and tablet. The user can access it anytime anywhere as long
as they have internet connection and the gadget.

« Effective sharing.

Google Docs is onc of Google product that can be used in Google Classroom. It can be tool
for sharing the documents and it is saved online and shared with a limitless number of people.
When teacher creates an announcement or assignment using a Google docs, the students can
access it immediately through their Google Drive. Teacher just needs to make sure that
he/she has shared it with the students. Furthermore, Google Docs areeasily organized and
personalized in Google Drive folders. So emails arc no longer needed to share information.
Teacher just necd to create a document and then share it with the students.

= Paperless.

No more paper nceded material and assignments arc shared and submit in a cloud-based
location. There is no need to worry about printing out or losing the students work anymore.

» Speeds up the assignment process.

Google Classroom make the process of lcarning becoming fast and efficient. The students do
not have to meet the teacher to hend out their work. The just need to uploaded in the

provided

folder. The teacher can easily sce who has submitted their assignment and who is stll
working on it, as well as offer your feedback immediately.

e ]
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* Effective feedback

Google Classroom gives the teacher the opportunity to offer their online support by giving
feedback 1o the students right away. In other words, feedback becomes more effective. as
fresh comments and remarks have bigger impact on students’ minds.

* Clean and user-friendly interface. Google layout standards stay loyal (o clean, Google
Classroom invites the user to an environment where every single design detail is simple,
intuitive, and user-friendly.

* Great commenting system. The class member can make comments that can become an
online class discussion.

* Is for everyone.

Everybody can use Google Classroom not only limited (o the teaching and leamming process
. but also can be use for sharing information, professional development or a meeting.

Google Cassroom for teaching language skills
I. Visual language quizzes that get automatically graded

As a language teacher, you give a lot of Google classroom assignments. These can be quizzes
and worksheets. Book Widgets has lots of questions that get automatically graded and that
are visually much more appealing to students than standard paper worksheets. Check out this

quiz, made with 100% automatically graded questions.

2. Split Whiteboards as fun reading comprehension exercises. This widgel is just perfect for
listening and reading exercises. Include a text students have to read on the one side and let
them draw things on the other side. You can even include audio fragments (listening
exercise), video and images inside your text and a background image on your whiteboard.

3. Crossword puzzles to teach vocabulary
. Crossword puzzles have many possibilities as languages have so many words to learn.

4. Hotspot images for visual understanding

Teaching foreign languages is always easier when students have visuals as recognition point.
The words may change, be the meaning or object doesn’t. Use Hotspot images to add foreign
words as pop ups on images. Want (o know how the parts of the human body are called in

English?
5. Random wheels to engage spcaking and writing

The randomness widget can have many purposes. You'll see that the example focuses on
speaking or writing, but it can also be used for practicing grammar structures and vocabulary
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0. Cheeklists to capture processes and rules

Writing takes creativity an good writing skills, but it also has its own guidelines. When do
you come up with a title? How do vou structure your rescarch? When do you start writing?
Wnting a paper takes many steps before you get to the finish line, Give your students some
auidance by using the cheeklist widget,

7 Random images as speaking exercise

This exercise look a little like the randomness widget, but it’s not! With this widget, you
show your students two of more images on one screen. Now give them some instructions:

I. What do you sec in the pictures? Describe.

2. What are the differences between these pictures?
3. What are the similarities between these pictures?
4. Make up a story that includes all images.

<

What's your favourite picture? Why?
What's your Icast favorite picture? Why
What do you know about these pictures?

~
-

o

CONCLUSION

Based on the results and discussion above, it can be concluded that Google Classroom
application gives many advantages for teachers as well as for students who use it. Google
Classroom provides features that help the teachers to manage the class efficiently and
ctfectively. Google Classroom is easy to use. free of charge, paperless, and flexible.The
students cnjoyed the class which directly led to their improvement in their language skill.
Morcover Google Classroom facilitated working students with effectivencss 1o acccess
teaching materials from anywhere using their smartphones.
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